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To receive the full 10 points extra credit, you must answer the questions completely and neatly AND 

staple a photo of you inside the museum to the worksheet. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



African Mammal Hall 

I. Name The Animal 
 

a. With a typical lifespan of 20 years, this endangered species lives in a desert habitat and was originally 

found in the Middle East and Arabian Peninsula. This North African variant is scimitar-horned and has a 

slightly darker coat. This species have given rise to a well-known legend. When they run, this animal look 

more like horses than antelopes. And, when seen in profile, their overlapping horns may have been 

mistaken for the single horn of the mythical unicorn. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

b. Taller and heavier than their Asian cousin, this species have a lifespan of 70 years. They were originally 

distributed throughout sub-Saharan Africa, but now are a vulnerable species with a range that has been 

greatly reduced by human settlement and hunting. Ancestral species evolved tall teeth for feeding on 

grass, but modern ones browse on trees and shrubs and only eat grass occasionally. Based on their 

genetics, this species may be separated into a savanna species and a forest species, with a pygmy forest 

subspecies found in West Africa. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

c. This animal species are ferocious territorial predators with powerful bone-crushing jaws. They live in a 

range of habitats from the forest edge to semi-desert environments. With a lifespan of 20 years, they 

live in clans of up to 80 members, in which females are always dominant to males. During the 

Pleistocene era they were distributed throughout Africa and Eurasia. They were common in sub-Saharan 

Africa until recently. Now these creatures are often systematically eradicated because of their danger to 

livestock. Without conservation efforts they will become a threatened species. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

d. This species was not discovered until the end of the 19th century, when the first skins were 

misidentified as a kind of zebra. Now we know that this animal is actually the only living relative of the 

giraffe. They live in Africa’s equatorial rain forests in the Congo Basin, where they are protected but 

vulnerable. Mostly nocturnal and solitary, this species have lived up to 30 years in captivity, but their 

natural lifespan is unknown. Their most notable feature is a foot-long blue tongue it uses to strip leaves 

and buds from trees and also to clean its eyelids and ears. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

 

e. The second largest land mammal (after elephant), this species have a lifespan of 45 years and are now 

considered to be a vulnerable species. Historically they were distributed throughout sub-Saharan Africa, 

but have been eliminated from many parts of their former range. Typically, groups of up to 30 

individuals live in and around rivers and lakes, sleeping or remaining partially submerged during the day 

and feeding on adjoining vegetation at night. They may travel more than a mile from water in search of 

food. Genetic studies in the past decade have indicated that this species are the closest living relatives of 

whales. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 



 

f. These primates are widely distributed through equatorial Africa. They live in forests and woodlands and 

are abundant in West Africa and in reserves and parks in East Africa. Elsewhere they are hunted for their 

skins and are in danger of extinction. With a lifespan of 20 years, these monkeys gather in territorial 

groups of 8-15 individuals. They feed primarily on leaves, and have a complex stomach that allows them 

to survive on a diet relatively low in nutrition. Their name is from the Greek word meaning “mutilated 

one” and was given to these monkeys because they lack thumbs. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

Hall of Birds 

II. Name The Animal 
 

a. This large seabird of the North Atlantic was flightless and measured almost 3 feet tall. They bred in large 

colonies on rocky islands of the north Atlantic coast and was an easy target when it went on shore to 

nest. Now extinct, the last known members of this species were killed near Iceland in 1844. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

b. One bird’s nest soup, to go please. This animals nests are made entirely from their saliva. And if you 

think that sounds outlandish: Climbers in Southeast Asia collect these nests by ascending ladders that go 

up hundreds of feet into caves. Not everyone wants want to go to such lengths for a bowl of soup, but 

perhaps the nest specimen in our case will whet your appetite. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

c. After narrowly escaping extinction, over 100 condors now soar over California and neighboring regions, 

but face severe threats from lead poisoning, shooting, and loss of their open mountain and foothill 

habitats. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

d. Hunting through the canopy of tropical lowland forests of Central and South America, this magnificent 

bird preys mainly on tree-dwelling mammals such as sloths and monkeys (including this red howler 

monkey). 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

e. What bird can dive 840 feet below the ocean surface? 

 

 

f.  Why are owls associated with wisdom? 

 

 

 

 



Insect Zoo 

III. Name The Animal  
 

a. These large insects are voracious predators that sneak up on their prey and use their piercing-sucking 

mouthparts to inject a variety of digestive enzymes. The bugs can work as a team to overpower prey 

that is often much larger than an individual assassin bug. If you are lucky, your visit to the Insect Zoo 

might coincide with this bugs' lunch plans. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

b. These hairy insects are actually solitary wingless female wasps.  In the wild, they seek out bee nests 

where they are parasites of bee larvae and pupae.  The bugs’ sting is reportedly one of the most painful 

stings you can receive from an insect.  Luckily these bugs are known to sting very rarely. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

c. This Southeast Asian species look like bark or leaves.  They typically sit low on the trunks of trees or on 

the ground itself, where their flat bodies and brown color make them very hard to spot.  Males also 

have a huge spine on their hind leg that they use to defend themselves.  Native fishermen often capture 

these bugs and use their spines as fish hooks. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

d. One of the largest captive bred arachnid, this one is commonly placed into the nonscientific group of 

"bird eating" arachnids.  Luckily for the birds, this species is not overly skilled at capturing and eating 

birds.  However, it can eat remarkably large prey (such as mice) if offered.  Catch one of our feeding 

presentations and you may have an opportunity to see this incredible arachnid eat. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

Dinosaur Hall 

IV. Name This Dinosaur 
a. This imposing, never-before-displayed dinosaur greets visitors as they enter the exhibition at the start of 

Gallery 2.It stands at approximately 25 feet long and is assembled from fossils discovered on four 

different Dinosaur Institute field expeditions to Montana and Wyoming from 2002-2006.The species is a 

late Cretaceous dinosaur, living around 66 million years ago. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

b. This is an armored dinosaur with a back covered in large plates and with large spikes on its tail. This 

dinosaur is mounted fighting with the predator Allosaurus. Allosaur fossils have been found that show 

wounds from this dinosaur’s spikes, which is why they’re posed the way they are in the Dinosaur Hall. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 

 



Shells 

V. Name This Mollusc 
 
a. This is the largest living species of bivalve in the western Pacific. It can measure up to 137 cm (3.7 ft.) 

and weigh 333 kg (734 lbs.). At one time people believed that this animal was a man-eater, but this myth 
turned out to be incorrect. In fact, this animal is so big that it cannot close its shells.  
 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

b. The high trees of Manus Island, Papua New Guinea are where these colorful gastropod make their usual 
home, although they are currently endangered due to habitat destruction. This particular species, is 
currently on the CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora) list of protected species. The aim of CITES is to ensure that international trade in specimens of 
wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

c. Fossil of this mollusc from the Cretaceous are extremely rare, previously only known from two species: 
one from San Diego County that is 70 million years old and another from Jamaica that is approximately 
67 million years old). This local specimen from the Topanga Canyon area is 80 million years old and may 
help prove that this animal originated in Southern California. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

d. The shells of this gastropod have been termed "living fossils" as they were thought to be extinct since 
the Tertiary period. Recent additions to the living fauna in the last century have helped to link the fossil 
species with the modern species.  Because the group lives in deep water many species are still 
considered rare. 

 

i. Common Name:      Scientific Name: 

 


